
Welcome to ATEMS English I Pre-AP! One of the expectations of a Pre-AP course is to 
complete summer reading. You will need to read Animal Farm by George Orwell and complete 
the following assignment.  
 
We will have a test over the novel on the second day of school. The dialectical journal 
(described below) is also due on the second day of school.  
 
Assignment: Dialectical Journal; 
 
Directions: A dialectical journal is a way for students to interact with the book as they read it. 
While you are reading Animal Farm, keep a dialectical journal to develop and record your 
thoughts about the novel. The structure consists of two columns. In the left-hand column, write 
quotations, and for each quotation there needs to be commentary in the right-hand column. 
Choose three short passages (a few sentences to one paragraph each) per chapter that you 
think might be important.  
 
Here is an example of a dialectical journal from another novel.  
TITLE and AUTHOR: “Sweat” by Zora Neale Hurston 
 
 

Quote and page number Reaction, Question, Unfamiliar Word 

“Sho’ you kin have dat li’l ole house soon’s 
Ah git dat ‘otman outa dere.” (398) 

Sykes is telling his girlfriend she can have the 
house his wife is living in. That is awful! It is 
also really hard to understand the way the 
author spells words to make the character 
sound like they are supposed to sound.  

“Stooping” (398) Stooping is a verb that means to bend over 
like duck under something.  

“Whut’s de mattah, ol Satan, you ain’t kicken 
up yo’ racket?” (400) 

Delilah is referring to the snake as Satan 
which makes me think of the serpent in the 
Garden of Eden. I am going to ask my 
teacher if this is what the author meant to do.  

 
 
For each chapter: 
Students will write down 4 or 5 quotes that they find interesting.  
Then, in the right-hand column:  

-Write down what you are thinking when you read the quote.  
-Define any words you don’t understand.  
-Write down a question that you want to ask during class.  

 



Limit vocabulary to one word per chapter. This is not intended to be a vocabulary list. DO 
NOT COPY, collaborate, or work with another person on this assignment. Plagiarism of any kind 
will result in a zero.  
 
If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Hope at margaret.hope@abileneisd.org.  
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