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Grade 7  | Minilesson: Complex Sentence 

Complex Sentence 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5  

Invitation to Notice Invitation to Compare, 
Contrast, and Imitate Invitation to Revise Invitation to Edit Invitation to Write 

(Assessment) 
"As if a magician's wand had 
touched him, the garland of 
roses transformed him into a 
vision of Oriental beauty." 
-Kate Chopin, The Awakening 
 
"If I hadn't gone outside, I 
don't know if I would have 
heard the scream." 
 -Maggie Stiefvater, Shiver 
 
Points to Emphasize: 
• Contains an independent 

clause and a dependent 
clause. 

• Dependent clauses begin 
with subordinating 
conjunctions:  

as, as if, before, after, 
because, though, even 
though, while, when, 
whenever, if, during, as soon 
as, as long as, since, until, 
unless, where, and wherever 

If I hadn’t 
___________, I 
would/wouldn’t 
_________. 
 
Example: 
 
If I haven’t missed 
lunch, I wouldn’t be so 
hungry.  
 
 
 
Imitate: 
  
Rewrite your sentence 
from above.  
 
 

Create the following 
into complex 
sentences, adding a 
subordinating 
conjunction to make 
a dependent clause. 
 
We’ve lost every game 
but one. 
 
No one is excited 
about football this year. 
 
They eat at this 
restaurant. 
 
They order a 
hamburger with 
ketchup. 

What’s Wrong? 
 
As soon as they left 
him alone, this silly 
game would end. – Ben 
Mikaelsen Touching 
Spirit Bear 
 

• As soon as they 
left him alone, this 
silly game will 
end. 

(Verb tense) 
 

• When they left 
him alone, this 
silly game would 
end. 

(Conjunction error) 
 

• As soon as they 
left him alone. 
This silly game 
would end. 

(Punctuation error, 
incomplete sentence) 

If you could see the 
secret government 
files of your country, 
what one thing 
would you like to 
know and why? 
 
Write a short 
passage 
containing two 
complex 
sentences.  
Underline the 
subordinating 
conjunctions. 
 

 


