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Grade 7  | Minilesson: Compound - Complex Sentence 

Compound - Complex Sentence 

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

Invitation to Notice Invitation to Compare, 
Contrast, and Imitate Invitation to Revise Invitation to Edit Invitation to Write 

(Assessment) 
"It made the endless sky into 
a ceiling just above his head, 
and the words bounced back, 
landing somewhere on the 
floor of limping Jewish feet." 
-Markus Zusak, The Book 
Thief, 
 
"Instantly the table was 
brilliant with light, and the 
cone of the shade threw its 
brightness straight downward, 
leaving the corners of the 
bunk house still in dusk."  
-John Steinbeck, Of Mice and 
Men 
 
Points to Emphasize: 

• One complex sentence 
joined to a simple 
sentence with a 
conjunction. 

• A comma is used 
before the 
conjunction for, and, 
nor, but, or, yet, so to 
connect the two 
independent clauses. 

___________________
__ (simple sentence), 
______ (and, but, or) 
___________________
__ (complex sentence). 
 
Example: 
My father would have 
made good money 
selling them, but if the 
officials found out, he 
would have been 
publicly executed for 
inciting a rebellion.  
-Suzanne Collins The 
Hunger Games 
 
Imitate:  
 
Write your sentence 
using the frame above. 
 
___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________. 
 

Turn the compound 
sentences below 
into compound-
complex sentences 
by adding the 
dependent clauses 
in parentheses. 
 
We went to the 
game, but it started 
to rain. 
 
Dependent Clause: 
(as soon as we 
arrived) 
_________________
___________.  
 
We’ll go camping, or 
we might stay in a 
hotel. 
Dependent Clause:  
(if the weather is 
bad) 
 
_________________
___________. 

What’s Wrong? 
 
There now came a sharp 
whistling in the air from 
the south, and as they 
turned their eyes that 
way they saw ripples in 
the grass coming from 
that direction also. – L. 
Frank Baum The 
Wonderful Wizard of Oz 
 
Their now came a sharp 
whistling in the air from 
the south, and as they 
turned there eyes that 
way they saw ripples in 
the grass coming from 
that direction also. 
(Homophone Usage) 
 
There now came a sharp 
whistling in the air from 
the south. And as they 
turned their eyes that 
way they saw ripples in 
the grass coming from 
that direction also. 
(Sentence structure) 

One day walking down 
the street, you find 
something incredibly 
valuable. Write about 
what happens next. 
 
Write a short passage 
containing two 
compound - complex 
sentences.   
 
Do your compound-
complex sentences have 
at least two independent 
clauses? Underline 
them.  
 
Are your compound - 
complex sentences 
joined by a conjunction? 
Draw a box around it.  
 
Do your compound - 
complex sentences have 
a dependent clause? 
Circle it. 
 

 


