


STATE GOAL FOR SERVICES FOR GIFTED/TALENTED STUDENTS  

The state's goal for G/T students is to ensure that students who participate in G/T 
services demonstrate self-directed learning, thinking, research, and communica-
tion skills. G/T students develop innovative products and sophisticated perfor-
mances that reflect individuality and creativity and are targeted to an audience 
outside the classroom. 

A gifted/talented student is a child or youth who performs at or shows the poten-
tial for performing at a remarkably high level of accomplishment when compared 
to others of the same age, experience, or environment and who 

• exhibits high-performance capability in an intellectual, creative, or artistic area; 

• possesses an unusual capacity for leadership; or 
excels in a specific academic field. (Texas Education Code §29.121) 
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Advanced Academic Services 
for the 

Gifted & Talented 

Program Arrangement 
 
 

Grades K—5 
 

Campus-based, differentiated instructional 
program included within general education 
classes at all AISD elementary campuses; 
campus-based supplemental enrichment  

activities; pull-out instruction from district  
GT teachers 

 
 

Grades 6—12 
 

Early College Advanced Placement Incentive     
Program, Pre-Advanced Placement and   

Advanced Placement Classes 



History of the  
Abilene Independent School District 

Gifted and Talented Program 

1980—1981 
A pilot program was implemented at Dyess Elementary for 80 fifth and 
sixth graders from six elementary campuses. The students were bused for 
instruction one day per week, Monday through Thursday.  The instructor 
was Kathy Aldridge, assisted by a teacher’s aide. 
 

1981—1982 
The program was moved to Crockett Elementary. Fifth and sixth grade stu-
dents from all elementary campuses were bused one day per week, Mon-
day through Thursday. A second teacher, Nancy Eppler, was added to the 
program staff.  A seventh grade program was piloted at Madison Junior 
High utilizing two language arts teachers in a team-teaching approach. 
 

1982—1983 
A third teacher was added to the program at Crockett Elementary to       
begin serving fourth grade students.  The seventh grade pilot program was 
successful and expanded to include all junior high campuses through a 
language arts team-taught class.  Madison Junior High piloted an eighth 
grade program through math and science classes. 
 

1983—1986 
Two additional teachers were added to the elementary program to begin 
serving third graders from all district campuses.  This brought the total 
number of teachers teaching in the elementary Alternative Learning  Pro-
gram for Gifted Students (ALPS) to five.  The junior highs, when possible, 
added a team-taught math/science class for eighth graders to go along 
with the seventh grade language arts class. 
 
 

1985—1987 
Middle schools replaced junior highs and the ALPS program was moved to 
the last period of the day as part of the advisory program for sixth graders.  
The seventh and eighth grade program remained in specified subject mat-
ter classes where teachers were willing and available to teach the classes.  
The elementary program moved to Locust Elementary and the total num-
ber of  elementary teachers was reduced to four. 
 
 

1987—1989 
The middle school program was changed to a pull-out program with four 
teachers and one aide instructing students one day per week, Monday 
through Thursday, at Franklin Middle School.  The elementary program did 
not change in structure. 
 
 

1989—1990 
A fifth day of instruction (Friday) was added 
to the schedule.  This allowed the total  
number of ALPS teachers to be reduced to a 
total of six—three at elementary and three at 
middle school. 



History of the  
Abilene Independent School District 

Gifted and Talented Programs 

 

1990—1991 
Primary Enrichment for Advanced Kids (PEAK) was established on each ele-
mentary campus for grades kindergarten through second to meet new state 
requirements for Gifted and Talented instruction to students in kindergarten 
through twelfth grades.  Initially, one teacher was trained for each grade 
level (kindergarten through second) from each campus. Laureate English 
classes were established at both high schools for Gifted and Talented stu-
dents.  No changes were made in the ALPS program. 
 

1991—1992 
Alternative testing (Raven Test of Progressive Matrices) was implemented 
to identify more minority and economically disadvantaged students. The 
program continued as structured the previous year. 
 

1992—1994 
The elementary ALPS program moved from Locust Elementary to Bowie Ele-
mentary.  Locust was changed to an early childhood education center.  One 
additional teacher was added to the staff at each level, elementary and  
middle school, to handle an overall increase in the number of students 
served. The increase began the previous year with the identification of more 
minority and economically disadvantaged students. 
 

1994—1997 
Middle school ALPS program was moved from Franklin Middle School to 
Mann Middle School. 

 

1997—1998 
New state guidelines were adopted that required identified Gifted and Tal-
ented students to be offered “learning opportunities that are commensurate 
with the abilities of Gifted and Talented students, and that emphasize con-
tent in the four (4) CORE ADADEMIC AREAS.”  Because of these guidelines, 
the high school program was expanded from (Laureate) English to include 
Honors, Pre-Advanced Placement, and Advanced Placement classes in all of 
the core academic areas. 
 

1998—2003 
The program continued as structured the previous year.  During the summer 
of 2002, the curriculum was aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS) with a greater emphasis placed upon mathematics and science. 
 

2003—2006 
The seventh and eighth grade ALPS program was 
dissolved and restructured into the same format 
that serves grades nine through twelve.  The 
needs of identified gifted students in seventh 
through twelfth grades were met through differ-
entiated instruction within the SOAR, Pre-AP, and 
AP classes. 
 
 



 

2007—2008 
The elementary ALPS program was expanded to include second grade, and a sec-
ond grade ALPS teacher was added.  Second grade ALPS students receive instruc-
tion one day per week on the identified ALPS campus. 
 
The sixth grade ALPS program was dissolved and restructured into the same for-
mat that served grades seven through twelve.  The needs of identified gifted sixth 
through twelfth grade students were met through differentiated instruction within 
the Early College Advanced Placement Incentive Program with Pre-AP and AP Clas-
ses. 
 
The PEAK program for kindergarten and first grade continued as structured from 
previous year. 
 

2009—2011 

The program continued as structured the previous year.  In the Spring of 2011, a 
GT Restructuring Committee was formed and included teachers, parents of current 
gifted students, administrators, along with the Advanced Academics Consultant 
from Region 14 ESC and a university professor who is a leading authority on gifted 
education.  The mission was to research best practices in gifted education and 
make recommendations for the elementary GT program as it transitions from a pull
-out to a campus-based program. 
 

2011—2015 

The ALPS program was dissolved in 2011 and was restructured into a campus-
based format.  Identified GT students were cluster-grouped into grade-level clas-
ses where the Texas Performance Standards Project and differentiated instruction 
forms the foundation of the program.  Additional enrichment opportunities were 
made available on each campus which can include Destination Imagination, Ele-
mentary UIL,  Junior Historians of Texas, etc.  Secondary programs continued as 
structured the previous year. 
 

2015—2020 

GT services continue as differentiated instruction within the general education 
classes by GT teachers.  The lead GT teachers were replaced by campus GT coordi-
nators who also serve as the campus Instructional Coordinator.   GT students are 
placed into classrooms where teachers have the GT requirements, but it is no long-
er required to have the GT students clustered into one classroom. GT students can 
help and benefit themselves by being exposed to more diverse learners; and di-
verse learners can benefit by working more closely with GT students. This will en-
courage campuses to get more teachers to obtain their GT hours which will benefit 
all students.  An increased emphasis has been placed upon evaluating and com-
municating the Advanced Academics program. 
 

2020—Present 

In addition to classroom differentiation and acceleration activities, three district 
GT teachers were added to the elementary level to provide weekly pull-out clas-
ses and activities based on the Texas Performance Standards Project.  Academic 
UIL participation is encouraged, and all students participate in a GT Showcase in 
the spring semester.  All classroom teachers who serve GT students at all grade 
levels were required to obtain the initial 30-hour “Nature and Needs of Gifted / 
Talented Students” if they had not already completed it, followed by 6 hours of 
continuing training each year related to GT instruction.  
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Abilene Independent School District 

Gifted and Talented Programs 



Nomination / Identification 

The Abilene Independent School District offers instructional programs 
in Kindergarten through grade twelve for students who are identified 
as gifted and talented in the area of general intellectual ability. 

 
 

Nominations 
 

In Kindergarten and first grade, all students are considered nominees for the Ad-
vanced Academics (GT) program.   For Kindergarten students, screening will begin 
in the fall semester, and  1st grade students screening will take place during the 
spring semester to be completed prior to the end of the year. Identified first grade 
students will begin services beginning with the fall semester of their second grade 
year. 
 
Students in grades two through eleven who are not currently in the program may 
be nominated by a parent/guardian, teacher, counselor or administrator.  Individu-
als who wish to nominate students for the Advanced Academics (GT) program may 
obtain nomination/checklist forms from the school Instructional Coordinator/
Specialist.  
 
Students new to the district in grades one through twelve may be nominated by a 
parent for the gifted and talented program.  Parents who wish to nominate students 
may obtain nomination/checklist forms from the school counselor or Instructional 
Coordinator/Specialist. 

 
Transfer students from outside the district who have been identified as gifted and 
talented in another school district’s academic-based program and have such recom-
mendation stated on their transfer records may be admitted to the gifted program 
for a six week trial period. 

  
 
Students will be tested for the G/T program one time during the school year. A new 
student who is tested in the fall of the new school year will not be eligible to be 
tested again until the spring of the following school year. 
 

 

Identification 
 

Both quantitative (objective) and qualitative (subjective) measures are used to 
assess potential gifted and talented students and may include but are not limited 
to the following: standardized achievement test, standardized school abilities test, 
state assessments, parent checklists, teacher observations and grade averages. 

 
Identification decisions are made by the district selection committee which in-
cludes G/T teachers, at least one school counselor and the Executive Director of 
Federal Programs, all of whom have had a minimum of training in the Nature and 
Needs of Gifted Learners.  For additional information, please contact your school 
counselor. 

 
 
 



Elementary Advanced Academics 
Overview 

Instructional Program  
 
The Elementary GT Advanced Academics Program serves identified Gifted and 
Talented students in Kindergarten through fifth grade on each elementary 
campus.  To coordinate the program, each elementary campus has a lead GT 
coordinator who is also the campus Instructional Coordinator.  GT students 
are grouped within the regular classroom and program instruction is conduct-
ed by designated GT teachers for each grade level on every elementary cam-
pus.  All GT students are also served by a district GT teacher who provides 
weekly pull-out cluster classes.  Additionally, each campus is encouraged to 
offer enrichment programs outside of the classroom to further showcase the 
talents of GT students. 
 

Teacher Requirements 
 
Teachers who provide instruction and services in the four core subject areas 
as part of the Elementary Advanced Academics program are required by state 
law to receive a minimum of 30 hours of staff development in gifted educa-
tion to include “nature and needs of gifted/talented students, identification 
and assessment of gifted/talented students’ needs, and curriculum and in-
struction for gifted/talented students.”  Additionally, teachers who provide 
instruction to GT students must receive an annual GT update to include a min-
imum of 6 hours.  Professional development is obtained through graduate-
level coursework at the university level or through other professional devel-
opment opportunities offered through educational service centers.  Teachers 
are encouraged to pursue advanced degrees and/or obtain the state’s GT Sup-
plemental Certification. 
   

Curriculum 
 
The Elementary Advanced Academics curriculum is based on differentiated 
instruction of the district’s scope and sequence in the four core subject areas 
of reading/language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.  Addition-
ally, emphasis is placed upon the Texas Performance Standards Project. 
 

The Texas Performance Standards Project is a statewide system designed to 
provide a structure to capture the high levels of achievement of GT students 
through tasks aligned to the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).  
The goal is for students to create projects that address real world problems 
and reflect professional-level quality. 
 

Additional enrichment programs are available to further address and show-
case the talents and interests of GT students.  Destination Imagination (DI), 
Elementary University Interscholastic League (UIL), and Junior Historians of 
Texas are examples of programs from which campuses may choose. 
 

GT instructional activities address and help develop critical and creative 
thinking skills, creative problem-solving skills, decision-making skills, and re-
search skills while integrating the content areas of reading/language arts, 
mathematics, science, and social studies.  The affective domain skills of self-
awareness, group dynamics, and task commitment are also addressed. 



 

 

Early College 
Pre-Advanced Placement Incentive Program (Grades 6-8) 

 
Gifted and Talented students in middle school begin preparing for high school Ad-
vanced Placement courses by participating in the Early College Pre-Advanced 
Placement Incentive Program.  Pre-AP courses in English, math, science, social 
studies, and art are offered in grades 6-8. These courses provide both academic 
challenge and differentiated learning experiences for identified Gifted and Talent-
ed students. 
 
The following Pre-AP classes are available at all four AISD middle schools to pre-
pare students for additional Pre-AP and Advanced Placement courses in High 
School:  
 
Teachers who provide instruction and services in the four core subject areas as 
part of the Pre-AP program are required to have obtained a minimum of 30 hours 
of staff development in gifted education as well as a 6 hour annual update in ad-
vanced curriculum and instructional strategies. 

 
Middle School 

ENGLISH Social Studies Science Math Art 

6th grade Pre-AP 
7th Grade Pre-AP 
8th Grade Pre-AP 

8th Grade Pre-AP 
U.S. 

History 

6th Grade Pre-AP Science 
7th Grade Pre-AP Science 
8th Grade Pre-AP Science 

6th Grade Pre-AP Math 
7th Grade Pre-AP Math 

8th Grade Pre-AP Algebra 
1 

8th Grade Pre-AP 
Art 

Middle School Advanced Academics 
Overview 



 

 
Early College 

Advanced Placement Incentive Program (Grades 9-12) 
 

Gifted and Talented students in grades 9-12 continue to participate in the Early 
College Advanced Placement Incentive Program.  Pre-Advanced Placement courses 
and Advanced Placement courses are available in English, math, science, social 
studies, art, music theory, and foreign languages.  These courses provide both 
challenging academic and differentiated learning experiences for identified Gifted 
and Talented students. 
 

Teachers who provide instruction and services in the Pre-AP and AP programs are 
required to have obtained a minimum of 30 hours of staff development in gifted 
education as well as maintain 6 hour annual updates in advanced curriculum and 
instructional strategies. 

     
 

 AISD Advanced Academic Program 
 
 

 

High School Advanced Academics 
Overview 

English 
Pre-AP English I 
Pre-AP English II 

AP English III 
AP English IV 

AP Research and 
Seminar 

Social Studies 
Pre-AP W. Geography 

AP W. History 
AP U.S. History 

AP European History 
AP Macroeconomics 

AP Human Geography 
AP U.S. Government and Politics 

AP Psychology 

Science 
Pre-AP Biology 

Pre-AP Chemistry 
AP Biology 

AP Chemistry 
AP Physics 1 
AP Physics 2 

AP Environmental Science 

Math 
Pre-AP Geometry 
Pre-AP Algebra I 
Pre-AP Algebra II 

Pre-AP Pre-Calculus 
AP Calculus 
AP Statistics 

Fine Arts 
Pre-AP Art I 
Pre-AP Art II 
Pre-AP Art III 

AP History of Art 
AP Music Theory 

AP 2D Design 
AP 3D Design 
AP Drawing 

 

Foreign Language 
Pre-AP Spanish I 
Pre-AP Spanish II 
Pre-AP Spanish III 

AP Spanish IV 
AP Spanish V 














